Physiography: BANGLADESH
Physiography is the description including form, substance, arrangement and changes of especially, natural features. The term was introduced in geography in 1869 by Huxley for the study or description of 'natural phenomena in general', but later came to mean, 'a description of the surface features of the earth, as bodies of air, water and land', with an emphasis on mode of origin; ie it became synonymous with physical geography, and embraced geology, pedology, meteorology and oceanography. Still later, the term was restricted to the part of physical geography that is involved with the description and origin of landforms. Physiographic region/unit refers to a region of which all parts are similar in terms of physical characteristics and which consequently had a uniform geomorphic history, and whose pattern of topographical features or landforms differs significantly from that of adjacent regions.

With about half of its surface below the 10m contour line, Bangladesh is located at the lowermost reaches of three mighty river systems - the GANGES-PADMA RIVER SYSTEM, BRAHMAPUTRA-JAMUNA RIVER SYSTEM and SURMA-MEGHNA RIVER SYSTEM. Coinciding with the division of the country based on altitude and relief, the land can be divided into three major categories of physical units: Tertiary hills, Pleistocene uplands and Recent plains (formed in recent epoch). The heavy MONSOON rainfall coupled with the low altitude of major parts of the country make FLOODS an annual phenomenon in Bangladesh.
In the context of physiography, Bangladesh may be classified into three distinct regions (a) floodplains, (b) terraces, and (c) hills each having distinguishing characteristics of its own. The physiography of the country has been divided into 24 sub-regions and 54 units. Major sub-regions and units are as below:
i) Old Himalayan Piedmont Plain; ii) Tista Floodplain; iii) Old Brahmaputra Floodplain; iv) Jamuna (Young Brahmaputra) Floodplain; v) Haor Basin; vi) Surma-Kushiyara Floodplain; vii) Meghna Floodplain - a. Middle Meghna Floodplain, b. Lower Meghna Floodplain, c. Old Meghna Estuarine Floodplain, d. Young Meghna Estuarine Floodplain; viii) Ganges River Floodplain; ix) Ganges Tidal Floodplain; x) Sundarbans; xi) Lower Atrai Basin; xii) Arial Beel; xiii) Gopalganj-Khulna Peat Basin; xiv) Chittagong Coastal Plain; xv) Northern and Eastern Piedmont Plain; xvi) Pleistocene Uplands: a. Barind Tract, b. MADHUPUR TRACT and c. Tippera Surface; xvii) Northern and Eastern Hills a. Low Hill Ranges (Dupi Tila and Dihing Formations), b. High Hill or Mountain Ranges (Surma and Tipam Formations).
