
HAZARD
A potentially damaging physical event, phenomenon or human activity that may cause the loss of life or injury, property damage, social and economic disruption or environmental degradation. Hazards can be single, sequential or combined in their origin and effects. Each hazard is characterized by its location, magnitude, frequency, duration, speed of onset and probability. 
VULNERABILITY
Vulnerability is a factor of weakness in different elements or group of elements when exposed to a given hazard and is defined as a percentage or fractions of all the elements in a particular set of elements that will be affected by a specific event. Based on elements at risk, vulnerability can be classified as physical, social, attitudinal, ecological and so on. Elements at risk may include human life, livelihood, livestock, living places, environment etc.
DISASTER
A serious disruption of the functioning of a community causing widespread human, material, economic or environmental losses which exceed the ability of affected community to cope with its own resources. A disaster is a function of risk process. It results from the combination of hazards, vulnerability, and insufficient capacity to reduce the potential negative consequence of risk.

