	Parameter
	Third Party System (1989-2009)
	Fourth Party System (2014-Present)
	Verdict

	National Pole
	Absent (Multi-polar)
	Present (BJP Dominant)
	New Era

	Coalition Logic
	Survival of the weakest
	Dominance of the strongest
	New Era

	Winning Margin
	Low (Plurality)
	High (Majority in many seats)
	New Era

	Voter Behavior
	State-centric
	National-centric
	New Era

	Social Base
	Mandal/Caste identity
	Hindutva + Subaltern alliance
	Evolving



